Suffolk County Councillor report

Please bear with me as | find my feet with people and processes, but | am hoping to send over a
monthly report, applicable to our part of the County, in which you are welcome to include
verbatim within your minutes or lift as you choose. Please note my Facebook Cllr Profile page:
'Cllr Darius G Laws' is also proactive with useful information also.

May/June 2026.

I must thank those of you who put their faith in me. | realise some lent me their support and for
those of you who didn’t support me rest assured | live here and | want the best for this area and
will work on behalf of us all.

The results of the County Council election for Constable division* were as follows:

Candidate Party Votes

Darius Laws Conservative 1,459 (elected)
Marc Peter Rowland Reform UK 1,346

John Whyman Liberal Democrats 1,059

Zunaid Saiyed Green Party 743

Lindsay Francis Labour Party 235

Turnout (high for local elections) 53%

* Bentley, Capel St Mary, East Bergholt, Higham, Holton St Mary, Polstead, Nayland, Shelley,
Stoke-by-Nayland, Stratford St Mary and the Wenhams.

There is likely to be another set of local elections in 12 months (with the reorganisation of Local
Government planned) so | have to move quickly to get to know the people and processes at
Suffolk County Council, as well as the hardworking volunteers in our communities and Parish
Councils.

Councillors' Locality Budget:

In 2026/2027, Suffolk's county councillors have been given a locality budget of £6,000 to spend
on community projects. Councillors are able to make recommendations about funding from
this budget for local projects in their division, which should benefit the community. Last year
groups and projects that benefitted included: village halls, sports and social clubs, and toddler
groups. If you have a project that needs funding, please get in touch. In the case of Constable
£6,000 spread across all the Parishes doesn’t go far but I’'m open minded on projectideas and
am particularly keen on community initiatives where additional monies can be leveraged.
Local Highways Budget:

Local Highway Budgets (LHB) are normally allocated on a four-year cycle. With Local
Government Reorganisation (LGR) confirmed, and the creation of three unitary authorities from
the 1st April 2028, a two-year allocation has been agreed for the period to 31st March 2028. The
Local Highway Budget is £15,000 for each County Councillor. Local Highway Budgets are
primarily intended for use on minor transport improvement schemes that are supported and/or
promoted by the relevant County Councillor to address local needs and quality of life issues. It
can only be used to fund capital work to Suffolk’s highway and transport infrastructure and may
be used in combination with the County Councillor’s locality funding or other sources including
contributions from:

Parish, town or district councils

local businesses

community groups



Councillor’s welcome applications from residents, parish and town councils, and local
community groups who have ideas for projects that could benefit their area.

We had our first meeting of the council and with Reform UK winning 44 out of the 70 seats we
now have a Reform UK Council leader. The meeting was not the gentlest council meeting I've
encountered, with the new leader’s previous social media comments on Enoch Powell and
Russia being highlighted, as well as a debate in which Ukrainian child refugees and those
needed braille interpretation services being vilified as not wanting to ‘integrate’ into our
country.

In other news:

Suffolk Conservative councillors call for long-term infrastructure plan for Orwell Bridge
disruption

At the first meeting of Suffolk County Council since the local elections earlier this month,
councillors agreed that all potential options to address traffic disruption caused by closures of
the Orwell Bridge should be considered, with a full officer report to be brought before Cabinet
no later than September. A motion debated at County Council was amended to ensure that a
wider range of alternatives would be reviewed to improve traffic resilience around Ipswich,
while also recognising concerns raised by residents regarding the Ipswich Northern Route.
Conservative councillors said the issue required a balanced and evidence-based approach
focused on Suffolk’s long-term infrastructure needs and economic resilience. The amended
motion committed the council to reviewing all available options and bringing forward
recommendations by September, with councillors emphasising the need for a solution that
balances economic resilience, environmental concerns, and the needs of local communities.
Suffolk Conservative Group condemns removal of Ukraine flag by new Reform UK
administration

The Suffolk Conservative Group has condemned the decision by the new Reform UK
administration at Suffolk County Council to remove the Ukrainian flag previously displayed at
Endeavour House, describing the move as sending the wrong message at a time when Ukraine
continues to suffer devastating losses due to Russia’s illegal invasion. The decision also comes
amid continued warnings from UK security agencies about growing Russian cyber threats
targeting local authorities and public infrastructure in the country. The National Cyber Security
Centre (NCSC) has repeatedly warned that Russian-aligned groups are actively targeting UK
councils because of Britain’s support for Ukraine. Since February 2022, the United Nations has
verified the deaths of more than 15,850 civilians in Ukraine, with over 44,000 injured. In April
2026 alone, 238 civilians were killed, the highest monthly figure recorded since July 2025.
Miscellaneous & Contact details:

As well as day-to-day casework and signposting | have also lent my support to additional yellow
lines for the approach road to Dedham because we simply cannot have a situation in which the
road is blocked and emergency services can’t get through. Tragically this year we’ve already
seen double digit deaths of people getting in trouble in UK waters, which serves as a constant
reminder to us all that even the gentlest of waterways carry risk to life. With an increasingly
larger (and increased volume of) vehicles on our roads | remain concerned over the destruction
of our ancient lanes and safety for all, hence | did not hesitate to support the introduction of a
7.5T weight restriction for certain roads in / around Bentley. Finally, and thanks for reading this,
| wish I had £1 for each time I've been contacted about wheelie bins. Truthfully (until Local
Government is re-organised) this is a matter for your District Council, | do lament the simple
times when we had one bin collected weekly, but | fear those days won't return.

You can email me on darius.laws@suffolk.gov.uk and | use WhatsApp: 07786 007 560


mailto:darius.laws@suffolk.gov.uk

The information contained in this email or any of its attachments may be privileged or
confidential and is intended for the exclusive use of the addressee. Any unauthorised
use may be unlawful. If you receive this email by mistake, please let me know
immediately by using the reply facility in your email software.

This privacy notice https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/about/privacy-notice/councillors-
privacy-notice/ tells you how | collect and use personal data.
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