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Babergh Council Changes 

Babergh’s annual council meeting was held last month, at which all the committee appointments for 
the forthcoming year were made. 

As part of the coalition agreement, I have rotated with Cllr Deborah Saw, who now takes up the 
reins again as leader of the council and I will be deputy leader. I will retain the cabinet portfolio of 
Finance, Assets and Investments. 

Cllr Lee Parker has been elected council chairman for the year. He is an experienced hand and will, I 
know, do a great job. The outgoing chair, Cllr Liz Malvisi, has now served a total of 3 years as chair 
and during that time she has raised £11,200 for charity. A magnificent achievement! 

The past year has been very busy with the changes facing Babergh, most notably the reorganisation 
of local government in Suffolk. I and my fellow district and borough leaders were very pleased that 
our model for three unitary councils was chosen by the government as we really do believe it is the 
best way forward for Suffolk’s residents and businesses. We spent a lot of time and effort on our 
proposal – checking the numbers and drawing up the most sensible boundaries for the new councils. 

I am looking forward to working with the new county councillors covering the Brett Vale villages I 
represent. As you will be aware by now, we did have one councillor, Georgia Hall, who didn’t stand 
again, but following boundary changes we now have two: Simon Dowling, councillor for Hadleigh 
division which now includes Layham and Raydon, and Darius Laws, councillor for Constable Division 
which includes Higham, Holton St. Mary, Polstead, Shelley and Stratford St. Mary. 

Newly elected council leader outlines need for targeted action amid 
funding challenges 

The newly elected leader of Babergh District Council has spelt out the need for targeted action to 
support residents and communities amid serious funding challenges. 

Suffolk councils launch reorganisation website 

A new website providing trusted information on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Suffolk 
has been launched by the county’s 6 councils. 

We no know that, in common with other Reform councils, Suffolk County Council is considering a 
challenge to the government’s choice of which LGR option to implement. In Suffolk and Norfolk that 
means challenging three councils and in Essex the challenge is against five councils. Pre-Action 
Protocol Letters before Claim, the first part of the Judicial Review process, have been issued. These 
letters don’t actually challenge the government’s decision to reorganise councils – they can’t – but 
instead they only challenge the process leading to the decision. They claim that the process was 
flawed and led to irrational decisions. This can only be a delaying tactic and demonstrating a flawed 
process is a high bar to meet: it hasn’t succeeded in previous instances of LGR. But we don’t really 
know what Reform wants. Do they prefer the one Suffolk model (many are former members of the 
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previous Conservative administration which proposed this) or are they just trying to frighten the 
government into cancelling the whole thing? 

The government must now respond to the letter by the end of next week. In the meantime, county 
council officers are working with their district and borough colleagues to start the preparatory work 
for the new councils. 

We must wonder why the new council administration, which has made a great play of ‘saving 
money’ is now willing to spend a lot of council money on a long-shot legal challenge to something 
that is designed to save money. It really doesn’t make sense and it seems that political dogma, 
dictated nationally, is trumping (sorry for the pun) financial prudence. 

Waste Collection Changes 

The Better Recycling changes have now begun across our districts. If you need to point a local 
resident in the right direction, you can find all the details about what goes in which bin and more on 
the Suffolk Recycles website (as well as in the information pack sent in the post). You can also find 
collection calendars specifically for Babergh and Mid Suffolk on our own websites, as well as district-
specific FAQs. 

The main roll out of the new bins and food waste caddies is now complete. It has been a huge 
undertaking – so, realistically, we know there will be a few households which have been missed and 
we’ll be mopping these up as soon as possible. Our best estimate is this will be completed by around 
the end of next week. With the main rollout finished, we have additional capacity to address the 
remaining missed deliveries and resources will remain in place until we are happy the job is done. 

If you hear of any residents who have not yet received a new bin and food caddies, please get them 
contact our waste team as soon as possible via the ‘contact waste services’ form on our FAQ page 
linked above (under more information). If they can’t do this, then get them to contact me and I will 
sort it out for them. I still haven’t had mine yet! 

Please be mindful that our waste team will of course be incredibly busy behind the scenes over the 
coming weeks while both residents and new crews find their feet with the new bins and collection 
schedule. 

The new food service is crewed in the main by new staff. Please be patient, they will take some time 
to learn their rounds, especially those properties that are tucked away and require assisted 
collections. However, the weekly frequency will mean they will soon get on top of this. 

Vital support for Citizens Advice part of £810k grant awards 

Citizens Advice services in Babergh and Mid Suffolk have received significant financial backing as part 
of the latest round of community funding from the district councils. 

Council Chair presents funds to domestic abuse charity 

Last year’s Babergh District Council Chair, Cllr Elisabeth Malvisi presented a cheque for more than 
£4,000 to Suffolk domestic abuse charity, Compassion. 
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Cash boost for Babergh and Mid Suffolk communities 

More than £680k is being distributed to towns and parishes across Babergh and Mid Suffolk to help 
local community infrastructure keep pace with housing growth.  

Councils help bring careers to life thanks to college link up 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have linked up with Eastern Education Group to create a 
series of immersive experiences for young people to help inspire their future careers. 

Nominate Suffolk's community heroes 

Do you know of an individual or community group making a real difference in your community?  
If you do, then it's time to nominate them for the upcoming Suffolk Community Awards 2026. 

The awards shine a light on all those who go above and beyond to improve life in Suffolk and there's 
plenty of categories to choose from. 

Visit the Suffolk Community Awards website to find out more information and submit a nomination. 

Suffolk Day 

This year's Suffolk Day celebrations will be held in Bury St Edmunds with a day of food, heritage and 
music events planned. 

On Sunday 21st June, the town will play host to a vibrant celebration showcasing all things Suffolk 
with a family-friendly programme spanning multiple sites including the Angel Hill, Abbey Gardens, 
The Athenaeum and St Edmundsbury Cathedral. 

 Find out more about the Suffolk Day activities 

Meetings 

Cabinet, Council and Planning Committee meetings can be watched, either live or catch-up, on our 

YouTube Channel. 

For agendas and minutes, please visit the Democratic Services homepage. 

  

John Ward 

Babergh District Councillor 

Brett Vale 

john.ward@babergh.gov.uk 
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