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HOLTON ST MARY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
WEDNESDAY 9th April 2025 8pm

HOLTON ST MARY VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA

1. Chairman’s Welcome

2. Apologies for Absence

3. Minutes of 2024 Annual Parish Meeting: To agree as a true and accurate
record of the meeting held on 10th April 2024.

4. Matters Arising
5. Parish Council: Chairman’s Report
6. Parish Council: Financial Report
7. District Councillor’s Report
8. County Councillor’s Report
9. Speeding and Road Issues Report
10. Parish Church Report
11. Social Club Report
12. Village Hall Management Committee Report
13. Millennium Green Trust Report
14. United Charities Trust Report
15. Constable Country Medical Practice Patient Participation Group Report
16. FFOTMLC (First Friday of the month Lunch Club) Report
17. Slow Stitch Group Report
18. Green Gym Group Report
19. Litter Picking Team Report
20. The Well Piece Garden
21. HSM Woman’s Book Club Report
22. Facebook Report
23. The Local History Recorder Report
24. Any other business



HOLTON ST MARY PARISH
COUNCIL

Annual General Meeting
9th April 2025

Parish Council Report

Parish Council Members
Mark Anderson
Mike Hay
David Johnson
Oliver Greene (Chair)
Mark Rogers
Claire Rowan (Vice Chair)
Parish Clerk: Faye Hall

Meetings

The Council met ten times during the
year including four extraordinary
meetings and commented on four
planning applications. Additionally, on
behalf of the council the Parish Clerk
wrote a number of letters in response
to the Pylon consultation exercise.

Finance
This year, having not raised the
precept for two years, we reluctantly
had to increase it because of
increased costs. We continue to have
some CIL funds available that can be
allocated to qualifying projects. This
year the border between Church
Square and the churchyard will be
addressed. The decision was made
with the PCC to clear the current line
of the defunct hedge and install
railings. CIL funds will be allocated to
this, but the exact distribution of cost
between the PC and PCC has not yet
been settled. Our unallocated
reserves have dropped somewhat
because of the below-mentioned legal
consultation.

Planning
Despite many well-founded objections
the application for the large
rehabilitation facility at Holton Hall
Farm was approved by Babergh
council in January this year subject to
certain preconditions. Because this
facility would have a dramatic effect on

the village, at a well attended
extraordinary meeting in February this
year it was decided that the Parish
Council would take legal advice to
determine whether there are sufficient
grounds to seek a review of the
Babergh decision (possibly a judicial
review) as it is considered that
Babergh councilors, when they made
their decision, did not consider
sufficiently a number of its key policies
( such as Holton’s unsustainability)
and were not properly informed by the
application about its effect on traffic,
parking adequacy, sustainability of
travel and the increased noise which,
were they correctly informed, might
have affected their decision. A
lawyers’ letter together with
independent traffic and noise reports
has been sent to the Babergh Council
that makes the case for
reconsideration. As of the time of
writing no reply has been received. A
crowd funding exercise is underway to
defray some of the costs of this and,
were we able to make the case for a
judicial review extra funding, though
capped, would be needed to mount
the case. Please contribute if you can.
The winery at Holton Hall Farm was
approved subject to conditions
relating to operating hours and noise
restrictions on the vehicles that they
employ at the site. So far as I am
aware there have not been any
complaints but it is early days and we
will see what this years’ operations will
bring. Defined Wines has been very
cooperative and made a generous
contribution to the wine tasting event
in aid of the church.

Babergh Mid Suffolk Joint Local
Plan. You will recall that Babergh and
Mid Suffolk District Councils received
approval for Part 1 of their Joint Local
Plan in which its development and
other policies are stated. The next
phase, the allocation of sites, has
been delayed because the new
Government has almost doubled its
housing requirement that will require a
rethink of the plan.



Projects
1. Well Piece. Thanks to the unstinting
efforts of Anne and Bill Priestly and
other volunteers the Well Piece is
advancing quickly. A composting toilet
will be installed on the grounds that
may be used by all including church
goers, something that has been long
on many agendas. Voluntary gifts and
a significant contribution from the PCC
are providing most of the funding for
this but more donations to support this
would still be welcome.
2. Replacement of stiles. This project
has now been completed that allows
significantly improved access for those
in our community that are less able to
get around. Thanks to Mike Hay for his
work on this.
3. Church Square. Acceptable quotes
have now been received to restore the
unsightly border between the
churchyard and church square. A five-
bar black painted steel railing will be
installed to replace the scrubby hedge
which will make the church more
visible and reduce the need for cutting,
though some underplanting may also
be added later. It is hoped that this will
be completed this year.

Events etc.
Once again village life has been
enhanced by the contributions of many
volunteers. We have had the
Normandy Beach Landings
commemoration, Wine and Canape
tasting, Firework night, Progressive
Dinners, Fish and Chip dinner, the
Christmas Lunch, the Christmas
Market, the New Year lunch, the
Planting of the King’s tree etc.
Moreover, continuing initiatives such
as the Green Gym group, the Litter
picking group, the First Friday of the
Month Club cooks, the Little Lending
Library and others all contribute to the
life of the village; and the Quartet
Magazine continues to keep us
regularly updated about what’s going
on in the Four Mary’s.

Communications.

Please note that the email address for
direct communications the Parish
Clerk should be made to
clerk@holtonstmary-pc.gov.uk. The
take up of our request that
parishioners let the clerk have their
email addresses for communication
purposes has been fairly reasonable
but there are still a significant number
of residents who may have email
addresses have not yet taken up this
opportunity to receive notifications
that would otherwise require them to
view postings on the village website,
Facebook or on noticeboards.

The future.
Turning to the current year specifically
I would like to mention some issues
that continue to challenge us:

1. National Grid Norwich to Tilbury
Pylons: In common with many other
District and Parish Councils, Holton
St. Mary has made its representations
to the consultation about the
unsuitability of pylons for electricity
transmission. Our chief point has been
the lack of transparency about the
other options and their relative costs
at least one of which (in the opinion of
ESO, National Grid’s subsidiary,
(recently transferred to public
ownership) should be cheaper and
less intrusive than what is currently
proposed. National Grid has offered
one concession: that instead of
bringing all their works traffic through
the village along the B1070 they would
build a temporary road from the Four
Sisters junction North of and around
the village to the Raydon road.
However, the current proposed path
would still have severe impacts on the
Northern and Eastern sides of the
village because of noise and dust. We
think the junction would be a
nightmare to navigate at busy times.
Efforts are underway to persuade
National Grid to move the temporary
road further North to run parallel to the
old railway line from Capel St Mary to
Raydon and place their cable



connection station by Notley
Enterprise Park. We should all thank
Claire Rowan hugely for taking the
lead on this.

2. Neighbourhood Planning. In
2007/2008 Holton St. Mary produced
a Parish Plan that assessed its
housing needs and other
requirements such as the walkway we
now have between the village and
Corpus Christie Cottages. It also set
out other priorities designed to make
connecting the village more securely
and making it more cohesive. The
Parish Plan was clear that there was
very limited housing need in Holton
and that any additional housing to be
built should be infill only. Up to now
that is more or less what has
happened.
The current village development
boundary is well defined and
development outside it is not
supposed to take place. With a new
Government pressing councils to
build more houses, whether or not in
suitable areas we have been advised
that our village would do well to
produce an updated Neighbourhood
Plan to indicate what housing needs
and where if any, new housing should
be placed. Without a Neighbourhood
Plan Holton St. Mary risks being
ignored when it comes to
development. Producing such a plan
requires a lot of work: so, I have been
in touch with the Chair of Raydon
Parish Council to ask whether it would
make sense for us to share resources
and the burden to develop a joint
Neighbourhood Plan as both villages
have many issues. If a plan is
produced we shall need non-Parish
council volunteers to help.

3. Traffic and Speeding. This remains
a major issue despite the installed
APNR cameras and occasional
attendance by Police Officers. So far,
Suffolk Highways has resisted our
efforts to change the speed limits
between Raydon, Holton and East

Bergholt. We thank Mark Anderson for
his tireless work on this and other
traffic issues.

4. Devolution and Local Government.
As you will be aware the Government
plans to alter the current set up of
Town, District and County Councils by
replacing them with so-called Unitary
Authorities with elected Mayors each
covering a significantly greater
population, reportedly, not less than
500,000. While this would mean the
amalgamation of counties and all the
functions of Town, County and District
and Councils including waste
collection planning, highways etc. with
the intention of reducing waste and
costs, it is unclear how this change
would affect Parish Councils; but it is
of great concern that compared to our
current set up Parishes, particularly in
the countryside, would not be
represented by people who have local
knowledge of their individual
circumstances and would not be able
to represent them effectively.

5. Parish Council Membership. We are
still one Councillor short so if anyone
wishes to put their name forward we
would love to hear from you.

Finally, my profound thanks to Faye
Hall, our very competent Parish Clerk,
my fellow Councillors for their
commitment, and to John Ward and
Georgia Hall for their support and
individual work on the business of the
village.

We look forward to representing you
during the coming year. Come to our
meetings if you can; after all, it is your
village and what you think about it is
important to us as your
representatives.

Oliver Greene
Chairman



FINANCE REPORT

Income from the last financial year
2024-2025 has been generated by a
Precept of £7,154. Other sources of
income have been a VAT refund of
£852.90 and interest earned amounted
to £164.44. The Parish Council also
received £500 from the District
Councillors locality budget to put
towards the purchase of a new
defibrillator and £419.20 was received
from the County Councillors locality
budget to pass onto the Little Lending
Library project. Total Income received
was £9,090.54.

On Expenditure the Parish Council
used £1,997.88 of CIL money to
replace stiles with self-closing gates
and to pay towards the building of a
path at the Well Piece Garden. £1,296
was spent to replace the defibrillator at
the Village Hall, £499 was spent to
purchase an upgraded laptop for the
Clerk and £3,540 was spent to fund a
solicitor to carry out an independent
noise and transport assessment in
response to the Care and
Rehabilitation Centre planning
application for Holton Hall Farm being

Expenditure
Payroll 4311.64
Admin 4378.31
Hall Hire 242
Grass cutting 487.5
Defibrillator 1,296
Dog Bin Emptying 82.80
Training 42
Insurance 419.85
Internal Audit Charge 212.40
Subscriptions 239.51
Website 246
Infrastructure 3,417.66
Wreath 30.47
ICO fee 35

Total Expenditure £15,441.14

recommended for approval. A Lamp of
peace for the Millennium Green was
also purchased at a cost of £55 and
the Parish Council updated their email
addresses and website to a .gov.uk
domain at a cost of £186.
The Parish Council were pleased to
donate £100 to the Quartet to help
cover their running costs.
The accounts for 2024-2025 will
shortly be audited via an internal
auditor and relevant documentation
will be issued once complete. All
documents once issued, will be
available to view on the Holton St
Mary Parish Council website and
available from the Clerk upon request.
This year we have not been in receipt
of any new funds via the Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL), but the
amount of CIL that will be carried over
to 2025-2026 and available is
£4,216.59. The Parish Council are
looking to use some of the CIL money
to replace the hedge on the border
between the Church and Church
Square with railings.
In Januarys meeting this year, the
Parish Council agreed to increase the
precept for the next financial year
(2025/26) to £7,398.
As of the 31.03.25 the Parish Council
accounts are:
Current account £810
Reserve account £10,513 - £4,216.59
of this is CIL and £1,785.70 is
earmarked reserves
Total left after CIL and earmarked
reserves are deducted is £5,320.71
Faye Hall
Parish Clerk



County Councillor report (Abridged)

On March 1, 2024, Suffolk County
Council launched a campaign urging
drivers to switch off their engines when
parked, particularly outside schools, to
protect children's lungs from
unnecessary pollution. Bus Services
Funding: Suffolk County Council
announced a £3.6 million investment to
strengthen and expand the county's
bus network. EV Charging
Infrastructure: The council secured
£7.3 million to develop electric vehicle
(EV) charging infrastructure across
Suffolk.

Suffolk Highways began trialling new
pothole repair methods using the
Roadmender Elastomac solution,
which results in sealed, longer-lasting
repairs and lowers the carbon footprint
of repairs by 80%.

The council commenced its largest
ever resurfacing project, aiming to
upgrade 421 roads across Suffolk. This
project includes surface dressing and
machine resurfacing to prolong the life
of road surfaces and improve skid
resistance.

On National Offer Day, 99.36% of
children were offered a place at one of
their three preferred primary schools,
and 96.52% were offered a place at
their first preference school.

SEND Reform: Kathryn Boulton was
appointed as the new independent
chair of the Local Area Partnership’s
SEND Improvement Board, tasked with
overseeing the implementation and
review of plans aimed at improving
SEND services in Suffolk.

Six New Projects for Ipswich: this
includes a viewing platform on Stoke
Bridge, lighting and sound equipment
for music gigs, and a theatre project to
bring together young people from
across the town.

A new Suffolk Business Board was
established to represent the local
business community, help steer
Suffolk’s economic strategy, and
create a stronger, higher-skilled local
economy.

Matthew Hicks, leader of Suffolk
County Council, announced changes
to his Cabinet at Suffolk County
Council with immediate effect.

Suffolk County Council, secured
funding from Barclays Eagle Labs
Ecosystem Partnership Programme to
boost support for the region’s digital
technology sector.

Eleven local authorities across the
East of England joined forces to
recruit more foster carers to look after
some of the region’s most vulnerable
children.

A rogue Suffolk trader admitted taking
thousands of pounds from customers
for work that was never carried out or
which was sub-standard.

An Ipswich property management
company and its director were found
guilty of breaches of fire safety
legislation

Suffolk Trading Standards reminded
residents to stay alert to the risk of
being ripped off by cold callers
knocking on their doors.

On July 3, 2024, 250 young people
participated in the Suffolk Youth
Climate Conference held at Suffolk
One Sixth Form College.

Suffolk and Norfolk were awarded
joint Local Visitor Economy
Partnership (LVEP) status by Visit
England.

Suffolk County Council's Cabinet
discussed a further investment of £9.1
million over three years to expand



special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND) services
Suffolk County Council's Children
and Young People's Community
Health Service received the
prestigious Baby Friendly Award
from the UK Committee for UNICEF
(UNICEF UK) Baby Friendly
Initiative.

Suffolk County Council unveiled its
proposals for improvements to the
A12 in East Suffolk, between the A14
Seven Hills junction and A1152
Woods Lane in Melton.

Suffolk County Council announced
the launch of its new £500,000
Culture Project Fund aimed at
strengthening and supporting local
arts and museum projects across the
county.

Suffolk County Council announced
its intention to invest another £1.5
million to carry out important flooding
prevention work. This follows
extensive work already completed
since Storm Babet, including
clearing more than 111,000 drains
and significant road repairs. The
council has written to the Flooding
Minister, Emma Hardy MP,
demanding the government step up
and provide the additional £20
million needed to complete the work.

The council launched a pothole
prevention programme to target
areas of Suffolk’s Road network that
could worsen when the winter
weather hits. Teams with additional
resources and the latest technology
have started visiting and treating
locations susceptible to
deterioration. The programme aims
to treat areas of Suffolk’s roads
earlier to reduce the number of more
substantial defects that may cause
safety concerns to road users
throughout the winter.

Her Royal Highness, The Princess
Royal, officially opened the Gull Wing
Bridge in Lowestoft. The new bridge
opened publicly to pedestrians,
cyclists, and vehicles in September
and is already bringing huge benefits
through reduced congestion and
improved mobility around the town.

Warm Homes Suffolk Loans: Suffolk
County Council is offering interest-free
loans to help make residents’ homes
warmer, safer, and cheaper to run. The
£3 million project fully opened to
homeowners across Suffolk on
November 1, 2024. The loan scheme
supports Suffolk’s Climate Emergency
Plan by increasing the number of
properties with energy-efficient and low
carbon energy measures installed.

The Department for Education (DfE)
met with senior leaders from Suffolk
County Council and the NHS to review
the impact of wide-ranging
improvement plans for special
educational needs and disabilities
services (SEND). The DfE welcomed
the improvements and the evidence of
impact but recognised the
considerable challenges that remain to
reach the required targets.

National Grid’s decision for the
LionLink interconnector project to
make landfall at Walberswick will have
serious implications for Suffolk’s
coastal and inland communities, and
environment. The interconnector is a
new subsea cable, creating an
electricity link with the Netherlands,
and connecting to a Dutch offshore
windfarm. The county council has
raised concerns about the lack of
coordination between National Grid’s
own projects, LionLink and Sea Link.



REPORT ON HOLTON ST MARY
PARISH CHURCH : 2024/25

During 2024, our services followed the
regular pattern of one communion
service a month in Holton St Mary,
usually on the third Sunday of the
month, with services held in the other
three churches, Stratford St Mary,
Higham and Raydon on the other
Sundays. We also held the occasional
Evensong in Holton, usually on the
first Sunday of the month.

There was one wedding, one funeral
(that of Ernest Eagle) and one baptism
held in the church in 2024. Average
church attendance on “normal”
Sunday mornings was 24 people.

We continue to be led by the Rev’d
Manette Crossman. Rev’d Nicola
Tindall left us in 2024 following her
appointment as Rector of the Brett
Valley benefice.

The fabric of the church is generally
sound. May I take this opportunity of
thanking the Parish Council for the
support it has continued to show us in
2024 and in particular for keeping the
churchyard tidy with regular mowing.
Following the removal of the hedge
between the churchyard and Church
Square in 2023, discussions are
continuing between the PCC and PC
about the possible erection of a metal
fence on that boundary.

Following the significant and very
positive progress made by volunteers

Speeding and Road Issues Report

Speeding traffic remains an issue for
road safety in the village, including
Bacons Green. Because of this, we
get regular safety camera visits with
continued support from Suffolk Police.

We get the speeding camera system
(ANPR cameras) and in rotation with
other villages in Suffolk.

We still have the ongoing support from
Suffolk County Council with the
placement of the temporary speed
warning sign.

The Parish Council did look into the
idea of getting a gated village sign
installed at the entrance to the village,
Hadleigh bound and on the left-hand
side but the costs came in quite high,
so we decided against it.

The Parish Council also looked into
the idea of getting a Solar Powered
Speed Recognition Sign/Device but
again, costs came in high for such a
project and with the limited funds that
we have, we decided against it.

Another ongoing road safety concern
is regarding the T Junction that joins
the B1070 from the Four Sisters A12
junction and the increasing number of
accidents that have happened, SCC
Highways are aware of the matter and
reviews have been ongoing and we
are looking to see if additional signage
can be considered and to ensure
drivers stop at the junction.

Nothing to report on the 20s plenty
scheme that aims to reduce the speed
limit to 20mph in certain places, the
Parish Council have expressed an
initial interest in the scheme.

Any road issues identified can be
reported at any time by a resident
using the online tool : https://
highwaysreporting.suffolk.gov.uk/

Cllr Mark Anderson



Social Club Report

The last 12 months of the social club
have been busy, changes to the
committee were made due to
resignations from some long-standing
members, namely Bob and Eric,
whose experience and knowledge will
be missed, however, they are still in
the background offering advice.
We now have a new chairman,
secretary and treasurer who have
settled into their roles, and the rest of
the committee have blended well and
are working as a well oiled team.
The administration of the social club
has been altered with respect to the
membership lists, new updated
membership application forms have
been circulated and have been
completed by 103 now current
members, with 66 of them agreeing to
receive our emails,, the new forms
have included data protection
information, this has enabled up to
date information to be sent direct to the
members, letting them know of events
that the club will be holding, so we are
now in a position to send a newsletter
to the members keeping them
informed of club news. With this in
mind we are looking to fill the role of a
communications committee member,
so that this can be sent on a regular
basis, combined with an advert in the
Quartet, and other display posters on
occasions, we feel that the marketing
of the club and the events should be
widely known.
The Friday night bar opening is well
supported, with the pool table and
even the dart board being used more
frequently, along with some Friday
nights having a theme to them such as
St Patricks Night, and Suffolk day with
special cocktails, we hope this will
bring in more members showing the
variety of the club
Other events during the year, in no
particular order, such as the twice
yearly quiz, bacon butties on the green
for dog walkers and others, the
fireworks night and BBQ is always well

with the community garden on the
Wellpiece land, the PCC has taken
part in a fundraising campaign to raise
funds for a compostable toilet to be
sited on the boundary of the
churchyard and the community
garden. A number of villagers and
churchgoers have made generous
donations towards this and several
fund raising events were organised in
2024 to boost funds. The PCC has
now agreed to fund the balance of the
cost out of its fabric fund. In addition, a
faculty was obtained from the DAC to
extend the main church footpath which
now continues into the community
garden.

The church finances are in good order.
I would like to thank those donors who
generously give on a regular basis,
whose support we could not possibly
do without. I would also like to thank
those who have helped organise fund-
raising events which also provide vital
income for the church.

Finally, as always, may I take this
opportunity to thank those in the
village who assist with the upkeep and
administration of the church in any
way, whether that be serving on the
PCC, helping with fundraising,
attending fundraising events,
participating in services, assisting with
churchyard clean-up days, cleaning
the church, decorating the church with
beautiful floral displays, polishing the
brass, cleaning and starching the
linen, reviewing the church accounts,
locking and unlocking the church, and
anything else which serves to keep the
church a living and vibrant part of our
community.

PAUL TORRINGTON

Churchwarden



supported, VE day, some Sunday’s we
have had live music which has gone
down very well, and of course the
Christmas themed Friday night, with
this and St Patricks night having a dress
up idea, has given the evening a topic of
conversation, even if the topic was the
bravery of some of the participants
dress code.
The club remains in a strong position
and is financially stable, and thanks
must go to the committee who are
currently, Sally Longmate, Lee Barton,
Kevin O’Connor, Justin Brown , Jane
Brown, and James Lancaster and of
course the bar rota team, and others
who have helped during the year, as
without them the club would not survive
A reminder that the club owns some
marquees which are free to use if you
live in the village, and that there is no
cost to be a member of the social club,
just speak to a member of the
committee or come along on any Friday
night.
Finally, if anyone is interested in
volunteering for the committee the bar
rota team or helping on an ad hoc basis
you would be welcomed with opened
arms
Steve Sleigh,
Chairman

Report on Behalf of The Village
Hall Management Committee

The Hall has remained in constant use
by our regular users throughout the past
year. That is the Social Club, Table
Tennis, Country Dancers, Self Defense,
First Friday of the Month Lunch Club,
and Slow Stitch. Not forgetting, of
course, the Parish Council. We
welcomed a new hirer this year, Lotus
Bloom Yoga. The Social Club also ran
their extra events.

You will remember that we began the
process of investigating the
possibility of modernizing the Hall.
So, a sub-group was formed to
consider what would be the best
refurbishment solution. This is still
work in process, and I currently have
nothing to report back on in relation
to the hall.

I can, however, report that we have
continued to move forward in
improving the boundary. As you may
have noticed, the replacement
fencing now covers both sides and
the rear of the Hall.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank my fellow committee members
for their help and support over the
past year. It has been a year of
change, with both our Hon Sec &
Treasurer stepping down. Big thanks
to Alan Beak for all his time and input
over the years and especially for
keeping the accounts in order. Quite
a responsibility, job well done.
Thanks also to Chris Sims for taking
over the secretarial role for the last
couple of years.

The good news is that we can now
welcome two new members to the
Management Committee, Jacqui
Lester as Treasurer, and Mark
Rogers as the Parish Council
Representative. Sally Thurlow has
now moved from Parish Council
representative to Secretary. Jan
Cheng remains a Committee
Member, James Lancaster as the
Social Club Representative, and
whilst not being a committee
member we are ably assisted by
Tanya Kunz who is our Booking
Clerk. As a committee we meet for a
minimum of twice a year, and as we
still have a vacancy, anyone wishing
to volunteer then please contact any
member of the committee. Rest



assured we are looking forwards and
will be revisiting the potential
improvements to the Hall.

The change of roles has come with all
the usual issues, particularly when it
comes to banking and signatories,
this process has become lengthy to
say the least and has still not been
resolved.

Christmas saw us make another
change, necessitated by
dissatisfaction with standards of Hall
cleanliness and as a result we now
have a new cleaner. So, while things
are settled down under a new regime,
please give us feedback if supplies
are running low, or things don’t
appear as they should be.

Finally, to sum up I would like to thank
everyone for their continued support
in using the Hall.

Peter Longmate

Chair VHMC.

Holton St Mary Millennium
Green Trust

AGM REPORT FOR THE YEAR
JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2024

FINANCIAL REPORT The Trust
ended the year on a sound financial
footing with £9,571 in the bank.

This was slightly up on the previous
year due to the use of voluntary
labour and a reduction in the
insurance premium.

UPDATE: There was considerable work
undertaken by the Trustee’s throughout
the year to maintain the Green at a high
and safe standard for the benefit of all
who use it. A regular risk assessment
ensures that any areas of concern are
noted and acted upon promptly. The
grass was cut when required, hedges
trimmed, large rabbit holes filled in and
bird boxes monitored and maintained
by Chris Haste, 10 mod the 11 boxes
had nests this year.

SPRING: A Rowan tree was planted in
March to commemorate the coronation
of King Charles 3rd. The benches
around the Green were cleaned and a
preservative applied. The bonfire site
was tidied up ready to replace the
rubber matting and reinstatement of the
picnic tables. There was a proliferation
of snowdrops throughout the Green;
fritillary, cowslips, wild garlic and at
least two orchids were also recorded
but didn’t flower. One gate post was
rotted so this was duly replaced. In
April, the children’s little library officially
opened.

SUMMER: The Green looked very
festive in June with bunting and
poppies supplied by the Slow Stitch
ladies and villagers gathered on the 6th
to commemorate D Day. A tasty fish
and chip supper was enjoyed under a
cool but dry evening. This year the
beacon was not lit because of concerns
about field crops and trees potentially
catching fire from stray sparks. The
Trustees are working to resolve this
issue. A small area in the copse on the
church side of the Green was cleared to
create a play area for children. A pile of
willow sticks was supplied for children
to build their own dens. This has proved
to be very successful and compliments



the little library, willow tunnel and
stepping logs. In August, early
Saturday morning walkers enjoyed
bacon rolls on the Green very kindly
supplied and hosted by Vaughan
Vanniekerk and Louise Dolan.

AUTUMN: Claire Rowan kindly liaised
with a team from National Landscapes
who visited the Green to see if the
habitat was suitable for stumperies to
encourage stag beetles. They were
very positive and another visit was
arranged to construct four stumperies
around the edge of the Green. Thank
you, Tanya and Roger for supplying
much of the required wood. In late
September Capel St Mary Brownies
held an early evening activity meeting
on the Green. This event was very
much enjoyed by all the girls. After
initially looking healthy, the Rowan tree
died. Following advice from two garden
centres, it was replaced by a
Crabapple tree in October. Also in late
October, half of the hedge on the Rose
Acre side was faced and reduced in
height. It is planned to complete the
remaining half in the autumn 2025. The
very popular village bonfire and
fireworks display in November,
organized by the social club, was as
brilliant as ever and enjoyed by
everyone. The Eagle family provided a
memorial bench in memory of Ernest
and this was installed at the Northern
end of the Green. Thanks to John
Partridge for laying the base.

FINALLY: Thank you very much to
everyone who supports the Century
Club Draw, this is our only source of

income to maintain the Green. We are
very grateful to those people who are
not Trustees but are willing to

help us out. My thanks to all the
Trustees for all they do; we seem to
get busier and busier! Finally, Marjorie
Haste has been the secretary to the
Trust since its inception in 1999; a
wonderful service and commitment.
Thank you, Marjorie.

Millennium Green Trust

HOLTON ST MARY UNITED
CHARITIES TRUST

The development of the Well Piece
Garden will be covered separately in
this meeting, but you will no doubt be
aware that in the last year the United
Charities Trust has ‘leased’ the Well
Piece to the Well Piece Garden group
to create a community garden. The
Trust has applied to the Land Registry
to have the piece of land registered to
the United Charities Trust, as it is
currently unregistered. We await their
response, which we gather may take
some time!

Funds in the account currently stand
at £4861. A donation was made in
December to the Well Piece Garden
for £284 to assist the group with set up
expenses. The trustees have recently
agreed a donation of £500 to be made
to the assist with the funding of the
composting toilet (this donation is not
included in the above sum).

Trustees: Incumbent (Reverend
Manette Crossman), Peter Cheng,
Richard Noel, Sally Thurlow, Paul
Torrington, Treasurer: Frances
Torrington



The First Friday of the Month
Lunch Club

continues to run, with a trusty band of
volunteers, some long standing and
others more recent or occasional. Our
numbers are usually around 20 these
days, with a few of the regulars no
longer around (eg Ron emigrated to
Australia, just after his 90th birthday!)
and a number of the recently-retired,
apparently viewing it as not for them,
as very few have picked up the slack.
It's a good opportunity to have a bit of
a chat over a home-cooked light lunch,
for £5 a head. We haven't had to
increase our prices this year as our
wonderful volunteers get ever better at
producing lovely food for almost no
cost. We run a small surplus and have
had sufficient in our reserves to make
a small contribution towards the
composting toilet for the Well-Piece,
and to pay in advance for the Village
Hall bookings through to the end of the
year. I would like to thank everyone for
their contribution to the continuation of
this lunch, which is in its' tenth year, if
my email is to be believed. When
Frances and I set it up, we thought it
might work for two or three occasions
and might be nicer than a coffee
morning, giving a bit longer for people
to get together over a chatter. Who
knew we were so far ahead of
community lunches and warm
spaces!?

Sally Thurlow

Slow Stitch Report

Slow Stitch continues to meet each
month and over the past year have
worked on many projects. The group is
currently planning to create a wall
hanging for the cabin in the new Well
Piece. The group would be very

grateful for any donations of wool in
natural shades of green and brown,
any small piece of wool that you can
spare will be used. The aim is to use
as much recycled materials as
possible.

Jeanette Appleton

Green Gym Team: 2024-25

The Green Gym Team continued to
sweep, cut, prune, strim, mow and
plant during 2024. Once again, we
were blest that only one session had
to be cancelled because of awful
weather. As in previous years, the
sun usually shone on the …
righteous. Another 200 bulbs were
donated and were dutifully planted at
both ends of the village and also
outside Roseacre. The tubs in
Church Square were replaced and
filled with new topsoil and compost in
preparation for summer flowers and
plants. Sadly, in February 2025,
workers employed by APT Farming
destroyed one of the beautifully-
maintained grass verges opposite
Holton Hall; this included breaking
parts of the tarmacked footway and
uprooting the grass and many of the
emerging daffodils. There has been
no apology and, as of April 2025, this
damage has not been repaired. It
was reported to Suffolk Highways
and also to British Sugar who have
stated that they have contacted APT
Farming for reparation. Inevitably,
maintaining our village’s beauty will,
and should, remain the responsibility
of all its residents because Babergh
Council has to address more urgent
and social demands on its tight
budget. The Team is keen to
welcome and grow new members;
the commitment is light and rewards
are bountiful, to body and soul.
Finally, the Team is immensely



grateful to all the thanks and
encouragement we have received
over the past year. Saying ‘thank you’
is so important. Many thanks.

Richard Appleton et al

Litter-picking team: 2024-25

Another very busy year; no
surprise…! This year we audited only
glass bottles, intact and broken. This
was because of a worrying trend in
their increase during the final three
months of 2023. Glass bottles pose a
far greater risk to wildlife and all road-
users than plastic bottles or cans. We
collected 102 bottles (six broken) in
the calendar year; beer (48), cider
(21) and wine (14), Litter-picking has
become more dangerous for reasons
that are not entirely clear, other than
the volume of traffic and its speed.
One, possibly inebriated, driver threw
a beer can at me as I was collecting
litter on the Ipswich-bound slip-road
and another threw a half-full plastic
cup of coffee near me as I was
returning from a litter-pick near to the
speed limit signs at the west end of
the village. Neither hit their intended
target. In my shock (and also
because of their speed), I was unable
to take the registration numbers.
However, I also received a number of
friendly ‘beeps’ and ‘thumbs-up’
gestures…. No further audits are
currently planned.

Richard Appleton et al.

The Well Piece Report

April brings us to the first anniversary
of the Well Piece and a good time to
take stock of progress.

We continue to run as a not-for-profit
Community group renting land from
the United Charities Trust. Their
goodwill and support have enabled us
to develop the site and make good
what was essentially a waste ground
and return it to a productive garden.

Our aims and intentions remain to
create a resource for the good of the
community and we acknowledge the
huge amount of support we have had
from people within Holton St Mary
and beyond to make this happen.
Grants from the Peoples’ Lottery and
the Asda Foundation have enabled us
to invest in the project and the arrival
soon of the church toilet to the site will
further increase the opportunities
open to us. We are deliberately
developing the land to be as
physically accessible as possible so
that no one is excluded.

The involvement both directly and
indirectly from people in the village
has shown us the best side of human
nature and has been a source of
inspiration to us to continue. We
currently run a regular Tuesday
morning group and may look to
extend this to a second session if the
need is there.



Holton Women’s Book Club
report 2024
Holton St Mary Women’s Book Club
has now been running for 5 years. The
club continues to meet on the first
Thursday of the month and members
take turns to select a book for the
others to read and then subsequently
the group discuss the merits of the
book. The book club offers a social
outlet and a chance to relax and
connect with others who have a
shared love of reading. There are
many benefits to belonging to a book
club not least the positive impact it can
have on health through social
interaction and mental stimulation. By
engaging both the mind and the heart
a book club can provide a holistic
benefit to our well-being.

A diverse range of genres is explored
during the course of the year and
individuals can be confident that their
book choice is respected. Similarly,
each person’s view is acknowledged
and valued. Within a comfortable and
supportive environment members
share opinions and engage in
respectful conversations.

During the past year we have enjoyed
some great stories, interesting
characters and intriguing plots in
books such as ‘Still Life’ by Sarah
Winman; ‘AMan called Ove’ by Fredrik
Backman; ‘The Trial’ by Rob Rinder
and ‘The Casual Vacancy’ by J K
Rowling. Often the topic of the book
will lead onto lively and stimulating
conversation within a relaxed and
friendly atmosphere with members
sharing their own experiences, ideas
and perspectives.

Holton Women’s Book Club is a
friendly, informal group and no matter
how serious our book discussions are,
just getting together and chatting on a
regular basis is great fun! Our book
club provides good company, good

books and a relaxing way to unwind
and connect with others.

If you are interested in joining Holton
Women’s Book Club please contact
Liz Norton on 07745607713

Holton St Mary Facebook Page

This year the group is 10 years old – it
was originally set up by John and
Jacky Willoughby. There are currently
270 members on the village Facebook
page. The administrators/moderators
are Frances Torrington and Sally
Thurlow. Those permitted to join the
closed group must live in the village/
have lived in the village/have family in
the village/have a close connection
with the village. We do not allow those
wishing to advertise their services from
outside the village to join the group,
and we encourage members of the
group to advertise their services only
once a month. It is supposed to be a
primarily a village focused group.

Local History Recorder

The Local History Recorder has
responsibility for recording events and
other things in the Village that may be
of interest to future generations of
residents or researchers into the
Village. As such, I continue to gather
copies of the Quartet Parish Magazine
and periodically these are lodged at
Suffolk archives. I also have a report of
events that I try to maintain, and I
record little snippets of information that
may be of interest. Feel free to contact
me with anything of interest, or if you
want to know something of the village
and I will try to include or help.

Sally Thurlow


