
 

 
 

 

      HOLTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 10th September 2025 
2000hrs at Holton St Mary Village Hall 

 
 

    

                       DRAFT MINUTES 
 Present:  
 
   Parish Council: Oliver Greene (OG) Chairman, Claire Rowan (CR) Vice Chair, David Johnson (DJ), Mark Rogers   
  (MR), Mike Hay (MH), Mark Anderson (MA) and Faye Hall (FH) Clerk 
  District Councillor John Ward (JW) 

   Members of the Public: 0 
 
  
   Before the meeting commenced the Clerk asked the Chairman to add a donation request received from a  

resident for the Pylons East Anglia Group and the Chairman agreed that this could be added under agenda 
item 11.09.25. 

 
01.09.25    Chairman’s welcome, accept councillor’s apologies for absence. Apologies received from County Cllr     
                   Georgia Hall. 
 
02.09.25   To accept members declarations of interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct. 
    MA – Church Square, MR and CR – Bacons Green  
 
03.09.25   Minutes  

   The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th July 2025 were approved and signed as an   
   accurate record by the Chairman – all in agreement. 
 

04.09.25   Councillor Vacancy 
                   The PC still has 1 remaining vacancy for Councillor. 
 
05.09.25   Public Forum 

   County Councillors and District Councillors reports are available online and on the noticeboards. 
   Baberghs business case for 3 councils for Suffolk will be published on the 15th of September. 
   Pylons – the development consent order application has been submitted – if accepted then works could 
   commence in 2027. 

 
06.09.25   Damage to footpath on Hadleigh Road, Holton St Mary 
                   No update received from County Cllr Hall. OG proposed to write a letter to SCC advising that although they  

   do not view this as a priority the PC does, and we would like the company responsible for damaging the  
   footpath to be held accountable and for it to be repaired. Clerk 

 
07.09.25   Planning 

Update on Care and rehabilitation centre at Holton Hall Farm – a response from Babergh Planning has been 
received to the solicitor’s letter that the PC sent. Babergh have advised - in conclusion, the points raised 
have been carefully looked at and discussed with the experts and no irregularity has been found which 
would lead to the decision being seen as unsound. As a consequence, the approval will be issued. As a 
matter of courtesy, they will delay this decision by fourteen days in order that the solicitor may advise the 
PC of this (the solicitors letter sent, and the Planning departments response is attached to the minutes). 



 

 
 

JW advised that the planning committee were unanimous in the decision in approving this and have advised 
that this planning application does confirm with planning policies SP03 and LP31. OG has been in touch with 
the PCs solicitor, and the next step would be to prepare a holding letter and refer the case to a barrister to 
see if the PC have a chance to get a judicial review, the outcome though could still be the same. OG 
highlighted that Babergh are referring to Holton Hall Farm as a business park which it is not. The cost for the 
solicitor to prepare a case and for a barrister to review is approx £4,000. PC all in agreement for a letter to 
be written to Babergh by OG asking for greater clarification on the points raised as the PC do not feel that 
Babergh have given a satisfactory response. 

 
GoFundMe page for help towards legal fees – current donations received as of 04.09.25 are £1,225. The PC 
are all in agreement to withdraw the funds and transfer them into the reserve account to imburse some of 
the legal fees that have already been paid for the Care and Rehabilitation centre planning application. The 
GoFundMe page will be left running until the end of September and then CR and the Clerk will arrange for 
the funds to be transferred out. CR / Clerk  

 
08.09.25   Correspondence and Clerk’s Report 

Emailed received from the Green Gym - two members of the Green Gym have now cleared the 'zig-zag' 
pathway that leads up from the B1070 (just after the underpass on the East Bergholt side) to the 
Colchester-bound bus stop. They have also cleared all the brambles etc. away from this bus shelter. The bus 
shelter has never had a timetable in it but one will be put up shortly. They have also cleaned up the two bus 
stops on the B1070 on the Holton-side of the underpass and the timetables in these bus stops are now 
completely legible. Green Gym are asking if 1 or 2 members of the PC could assist them with cleaning the 
bus stop and the sign in the layby on the Ipswich bound side of the A12 in October. PC noted this request, 
and the invite has been passed onto the Cllrs. Clerk to ask if the Green Gym would like the PC to put 
something on Facebook and the noticeboards asking for volunteers. Clerk 

 
   Thanks to be given to Dave the Quartet man for delivering the GoFundMe leaflets. Acknowledged and  

  thanks given to Dave from the Chairman. 
 

CR has requested to go on a grant funding training course – cost £36. OG proposed to accept expenditure 
for this, MH seconded, all in favour. 

 
09.09.25   Insurance policy 
    Insurance renewal – 3 year policy with Zurich, 2025-2026 renewal cost is £424.11. OG proposed to accept  

   this expenditure, MA seconded, all in favour. Clerk 
 
10.09.25   Finance 

   Financial Report: 
   Bank Balances as at 31.08.25           Current Account      £1,446.77 
                                                             Reserve Account     £10,338.14 (Includes £4,216.59 which is CIL &  

                                     £1,785.70 earmarked reserves) 
                   Receipts since last meeting               Interest                    £18.05 
                   Payments since last meeting                                               £511.26 
    GoFundMe Acc          £1,225.00 
 

   It was resolved that the following payments be received and approved 
    

   22.07.25    BACS       Pre-authorised     Kelvedon Lawn Mowing           £65.00 
    30.07.25    SO                                           Staff salary for July                    £346.66 
    19.08.25    BACS       Pre-authorised     Babergh – dog bin emptying   £99.60 
    01.09.25    SO                                 Staff salary for August              £346.66   
    15.09.25    BACS                                       Village Hall Hire              £22.00 
    15.09.25    BACS          Zurich Insurance               £424.11 
 
         Natwest – upgrading bank account. Clerk and OG are to arrange a meeting with Natwest to discuss. Clerk 
 
11.09.25   National Grid – Norwich to Tilbury pylon project 
    No update on the pylon project 
    A resident has emailed the PC to ask if they would consider donating to the Pylons East Anglia Group to  

   help towards their legal costs in fighting the pylon project. Cllr MA proposed to donate £250, Cllr MR  
   seconded, all in favour. Clerk 



 

 
 

 
12.09.25   Footpath warden 

  MH confirmed that he is happy to carry on in this role. 
  
13.09.25   Church Square border with the Church 
    The Suffolk Badger Group came and inspected the border and confirmed that there was no sign of badger  

   activity. The hedge on the border has now been removed, and the installation of the railings will take  

   place in October.     

  

14.09.25   Telephone box in Church Square 

    The telephone box in Church Square requires cleaning and re-painting. The Clerk has received a quote from  

                   Paul Legg for estimated 4-5 days work, £125 per day or £17.50 an hour not including materials. The PC have  

                  £150 budgeted reserves for the Telephone box so OG proposed for the works to be deferred to next year  

                  and to add £600 to next years budget to cover the expenditure for this. Clerk 

 

15.09.25   Village Infrastructure including CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) 
                   CIL – No new proposals received. 
 
                   Village Hall Management Committee representative – MR advised that the refurbishment of the village  
     hall is still under discussion. 
                       
                   Millennium Green Representative – DJ advised that tree cutting, and clearance is taking place on the 11th a 

   and 12th of October from 0930hrs onwards and the 18th of October is a backup date just in case the weather  
   is bad. 

 
16.09.25   Highways - Speeding, Road Condition and other road issues  
                   Four Sisters T Junction – email received from County Cllr Hall advising that the road has been assessed by  
                   the speed and safety team and this area does not reach the criteria in the SCC speed limit policy for a speed  
                   limit reduction. With regards to the junction, again this doesn’t reach the criteria according to the SCC  
                   policy for changing the lines stop lines. The Highways assessment officer has however ordered works for  
     the lines on the junction to be refreshed.  
 
    Lack of horse and rider signs on Sandpits Lane, Higham and on the staggered junction to Greens Lane across  

   the B1068 and the speed limit at this point has been raised by a resident – Clerk has advised resident to  
   email County Cllr Hall. 

    
   Footpaths and pavements  
   Missing bridleway and footpath signs – a resident advised at the last meeting that some signs are missing.  
   MH has reported the missing signs on behalf of the resident on the SCC online reporting tool. For sign in  
   Sandpits Lane SCC have advised that works will be undertaken once assessed, Bridleway 026 – the route has  
   been inspected and due to limited resources SCC are unable to put way markers in at the moment. SCC  
   have advised that their policy is to not put any way markers in as footpaths and bridleway routes are now   
   digital. MH is to contact County Cllr Hall for assistance. MH 
 
   MA commented have lovely the slow down signs in Stratford St Mary are and proposed that HSM to display  
   some. MA has contacted Kingsleigh Estate Agents who sponsor the boards and posts in Stratford St Mary  
   and they have advised that they are happy to donate 10 for free and there will be an installation cost of £7  
   per board. The PC would need residents to volunteer to display them. MA  

 
17.09.25   Neighbourhood Plan 

OG advised that Anne Priestley has volunteered to take the Neighbourhood plan forward on behalf of the  
village and is looking to arrange a meeting with Stratford St Mary, Raydon and Higham to see if it makes  
sense to do a joint one. CR agreed to work with Anne on this. 

 
18.09.25   Bacons Green signpost 

Original contractor Hertford Signs has still not commenced work and is uncontactable – agreed quote from   
was £982. Clerk has received 2 other quotes for refurbishment of the signpost which do not include 
replacement of the post but just repairs to it: 

 



 

 
 

    Paul Legg- 3-4 days work - sanding down/undercoat/repaint/decal paint, £125 per day / £17.50 per  
   hour not including materials so for labour approx £500 plus materials. 
 
   SignsbyMatt - £1,200 (no VAT) 
 
   MA proposed to accept the quote from Paul Legg, MH seconded, all in favour. Clerk 
 

19.09.25   Remembrance Crosses  
   Expenditure for a wreath and 5 crosses will be £39.44 including deliver, OG proposed to accept, CR  
   seconded, all in favour. Clerk to circulate a email for suggestions for people to plant the crosses on  
   Remembrance Sunday. Clerk 
 

20.09.25   Community thermal imaging project 
    The PC discussed and decided not to take part in this project. 
 
21.09.25   Other Business 

The Parish Council would like to express its condolences to Tony Howard and family on the passing of Riet 
Howard who was a long-standing member of this council. 
MH proposed for a formal notice to be sent the Bill and Anne Priestley for their outstanding contribution to 
the Well Piece Garden and contribution to the village, all in favour. Clerk 
 
CR proposed that the PCs advert in the Quartet be revamped - Clerk 

 
22.09.25   Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council 
                   None 
 
23.09.25   Next meeting 
                   The 12th of November 2025 was confirmed as the date for next meeting. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 2150hrs 
 
 
 
 
 

 


